TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
December 5, 2021

Icon of Saint Nicholas — December 6th

The Legendary Saint Nicholas

The absence of the “hard facts” of history is not
necessarily an obstacle to the popularity of saints,
as the devotion to St. Nicholas shows. Both the
Eastern and Western Churches honor him, and it
is claimed that, after the Theotokos, he is the saint
most pictured by Christian artists. And yet, his-
torically, we can pinpoint only the fact that Nicho-
las was the fourth-century bishop of Myra, a city
in Liycia, a province of Asia Minor.

As with many of the saints, however, we are able to
capture the relationship which Nicholas had with
God through the admiration which Christians
have had for him - an admiration expressed in the
colorful stories which have been told and retold
through the centuries.

Perhaps the best-known story about Nicholas
concerns his charity toward a poor man who was

unable to provide dowries for his three daughters
of marriageable age. Rather than see them forced
into prostitution, Nicholas secretly tossed a bag
of gold through the poor man’s window on three
separate occasions, thus enabling the daughters
to be married. Over the centuries, this particular
legend evolved into the custom of gift-giving on
the saint’s feast. In the English-speaking coun-
tries, St. Nicholas became, by a twist of the tongue,
Santa Claus - further expanding the example of
generosity portrayed by this holy bishop.

The critical eye of modern history makes us take a
deeper look at the legends surrounding St. Nicho-
las. But perhaps we can utilize the lesson taught
by his legendary charity, look deeper at our ap-
proach to material goods in the Christmas season
and seek ways to extend our sharing to those in
real need.

Contact Information
St. John Chrysostom, Columbus AND St. Barbara, Dayton
Phone: 614-882-7578
Office Hours: Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 9am until 1pm

E-Mail: stjohnbyz@hotmail.com
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Website: www.byzantinecolumbus.com
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Mission Statement of St. John Chrysostom Byzantine Catholic Church
To give thanks to God continually, as Byzantine Catholics, through our spirituality, our
service, and preaching theRisen Christ through our everyday life.

LITURGY SCHEDULE
ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOI\/I, CoLUMBUS

Confession/Spiritual Counseling is offered one hour before any Liturgy

Sunday, December 5 Tone 3 pg 135 Sunday, December 12 Tone 4 pg 141
28" Sunday after Pentecost Sunday of the Forefathers Pg 281
10:00am  Divine Liturgy 10:00am Divine Liturgy

For the Faithful For the Faithful
Visit from St. Nicholas with short program by ECF GCU Presentation following Liturgy

students and parish social in hall

Wednesday, December 15

Monday , December 6 9:00am Divine Liturgy

Feast of St. Nicholas of Myra +Colin Chorey by Dave & Aloma Chorey
7:00pm Divine Liturgy
Thursday, December 16

Wednesday, December 8 7:00pm Divine Liturgy

Maternity of the Holy Anna +Nancy Johnson by Mr. & Mrs. James Pitt
7:00pm Divine Liturgy

+Wasyl Mudrak by Myroslava Mudrak & Tom Marco Friday, December 17

7:00pm Divine Liturgy

Friday, December 10 +Colin Chorey by Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Jirles

7:00pm  Divine Liturgy

+ i . . i
Daniel Colonel Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey McCallister Sunday, December 19 Tone 5 pg 146

Sunday before Christmas Pg 285

Saturday, December 11 of the Holy Fathers

8:00am Divine Liturgy
For the health of the Cookie Sale volunteers and the
success of thesale

10:00am Divine Liturgy
For the Faithful

ST. BARBARA, DAYTON

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Celebrating at: St. John Bosco Chapel
Wright State University
3650 Colonel Glenn Highway Fairborn, Ohio 45324

Confession/Spiritual Counseling is offered one hour before any Liturgy

Thursday, December 9 Saturday, December 18
Maternity of the Holy Anna Sundaybefore Christmasof the Holy Fathers
6:00pm Divine Liturgy 4:00pm Vespers followed by Divine Liturgy

For the Faithful
Saturday, December 11 or the Faithfu

Sunday of the Forefathers
4:00pm Typika w/Fr. Deacon Jeff
For the Faithful

ST1. BARBARA OCTOBERECFCLASS SCHEDULE

12/04 Visit from St. Nicholas & Parish Social 12/18 ECF Classes
12/11 ECF Classes 12/ 25 Christmas No ECF

Please continue to pray for the youth and their families and for the catechists.

Parishioners willing to help prepare or provide a snack please contact Emma Ricketts via email -
emma.rickettsl@icloud.com

Due to the various holidays and feasts coming up, the St. Barbara's Men's Group will meet up again at the
beginning of January. If you wish to receive email updates, please contact Chris Wagner af
cwagner22587@gmail.com




Readings for the Week of December 51"

Sunday Epistle, Colossians 1:1218 Gospel, Luke 17:1219
Monday Epistle, Hebrews 13:1721; Gospel,Luke 6:17-23
Tuesday Epistle, Hebrews 4:1-13; Gospel,Luke 21:1218
Wednesday Epistle,Galatians 4:2231; Gospel,Luke 8:16-21
Thursday Epistle,Hebrews 7:1-6; Gospel, Luke 21:28-33
Friday Epistle,Hebrews 7:1825; Gospel,Luke 21:37-22:8
Saturday Epistle,Ephesians2:11-13; Gospel,Luke 13:18-29
Sunday Epistle,Colossians3:4-11 Gospel,Luke 14:16-24

ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOMOCTOBERECFCLASS SCHEDULE

12/05 Visit from St. Nicholas parish social 12/19 ECF Classes
12/12 ECF Classes 12/26 Christmas No ECF

Please continue to pray for the youth and their families and for the catechists.
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ST. NICHOLAS

We are hosting St. Nicholas today following the Divine Liturgy in the parish hall. The children of the
ECF have prepared a performance to welcome St. Nicholas and we are all invited to join them. Pleas
come over to the hall after Divine Liturgy.

PHILIPGS FAST
PRAYER OFPREPARATION FOR THENATIVITY

O faithful, let us celebrate beforehand the nativity of Christ; * let us raise up our minds to
Bethlehem, * and we shall be raised up in spirit. * We shall gaze upon the great mystery in the
cave: * Eden is opening up, and God is coming forth from the pure Virgin. * He is perfect in
divinity and in humanity. * Therefore, let us call out: * O holy God, O unbegotten Father, * O
holy and mighty One, O Incarnate Son, * O holy immortal One, O comforting Spirit, * O holy
Trinity, glory to You!

Christmas is the Feast of the GithefSon of God, so entering into the preparation for it we |
the same: sharing just as God the Father shared with us His Son.

M YSTERY OFRECONCILIATION
The vocation of the Christian to share in the life of Christ and to participate in his mission requires unceasing efforts

in the spiritual struggle with passions and sins:
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual
forces of evi l in the heavenly placesdé6 (Eph 6:12).

renunciation of the devil and the joining to Christ in the Holy Mystery of Baptism. Subsequently, the strengthening
of the Christian in his or her spiritual growth is realized through participation in the Mysteries of Repentance and

the Eucharist. In the spiritual struggle, the Chris
Spirit the Christian acts together with Chr i st (i n synergy) wunder the Chur
been called to grow gradually o0to the measure of th
often go astray, | ose hope i n coepedtd with thepowers ofevil. NEverthalelssy
God does not turn away from the person who sinned. Instead, in his love and mercy he grants the possibility of
repentingfit h at i s, to return to the | ife that fulhavefallenrepent

and do the works you did at firsto (Rev 2:5).

COLLECTION FORRETIREMENTFUND FOR THERELIGIOUS DECEMBERL1 AND 12
The Sisters of St. Basil the Great in Uniontown benefit directly from this USCCB Collection for their retired nuns.As
they were adiive and provided ministry to our Eparchy in the past, we wish to help them by participating in this
collection. This collection is not for our retired priests but will only benefit the retired nuns of the community of St.
Basil the Great.

GREEKCATHOLIC UNION (GCU)

We will hold a brief presentation on the GCU following the December 12" Divine Liturgy. It will be held in the
church. We are exploring the possibility of establishing a lodge at St. John Chrysostom and incorporating anyone
from St. Barbarathat would be interested. We need at least 25 members in order to start a lodge.



